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FROM THE PASTOR

2020—THE MOVIE
(Appropriately Timed for Christmas)

Some time from now, perhaps with a Netflix special series, or maybe a History Channel presentation,
someone will decide that there is a profit to be made from a look back at 2020. What will they call it? And
what would be the story’s arc? I ask because we ought to tell this story ourselves, and not leave it for
others to appropriate and misrepresent.

First, God was grieved and angered over our sinfulness. We should not shy away from this inconvenient
truth—that we had fallen far away from the Lord. We had not been doing a good job of loving Him and
others. But rather than throwing us away, God chose to shake us in order that we awaken from our fallen
state.

Secondly, God watched over us even in His righteous anger and justice. Covid-19 has made a terrible
impact in terms of lives lost, health shattered and livelihood suspended. As I write this, the Second Wave
is starting to hit our area and many of us are simply tried of measures like masks and social distancing.
Indeed, many of us have not seen family and friends for almost the entire year. Yet the story I will tell is
that throughout all this, the Lord watched over us! He overwhelmingly answered our intercessory prayers
when we called out for His healing. And throughout this time of hardship, He consistently showed His
mighty hands in action.

Finally, 2020 has helped us understood the power of Jesus’ story even more! Normally, we too easy read
past Jesus’ birth story as the setting for the coming of the Messiah. Even details like the virgin birth and
even the terrible slaughter of the babies by Herod seem like a setting—not because we don’t believe
them, but because they seem so long ago. But now, with 2020, we are once again painfully brought to
a place where the words have much more impact. Why? Because God has shaken us up, and He has
watched over us—we cannot help but open our eyes and unstop our ears once more. And what we see
is that the Light shines in the darkness!

John 1:1-5 says: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that
has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but
the darkness has not understood it.”

We could waste our time focusing on the shadows of darkness around us. But for me, as I retell this
story, I will speak of God, through Jesus the Son, shining the Light in our darkness!

Merry Christmas everyone! If you can make it out to church to worship in person, then I look forward
to celebrating the Light of Jesus with you in person. Or if you will worship via our online service,
think—we are LITERALLY worshiping through light! Isn’t that awesome? In the meantime, let’s keep
hanging on to Jesus. But no matter what, whether I am telling the story this year, or retelling the events
to my grandchildren, “2020—the Movie” will always be the story of God’s glory, mercy and love! 

With thanks to Jesus Christ our Lord,
Pastor Paul Lee



FROM THE DEACONS

We trust that your time of Thanksgiving was meaningful to you and your family. We
Deacons are grateful that we were able to provide 150 wonderful Turkey dinners to
members of our congregation and community; it gave us joy to be able to do it!

As we enter this wonderful season of Advent, although everything we typically enjoy and
celebrate is different this year, let us remember that “Jesus is the Reason for the Season!”
With this as our focus, the Lord will help us put everything into perspective. Let us rejoice,
remembering that “the joy of the Lord is our strength!”

December brings with it HiHi’s Warm Bed program. This lasts through the end of March.
We are happy to say that a solution to housing the men has been found, since it is not
possible for any of the churches, like us, to house and feed them overnights. Space has
been rented in Fellowship Hall which is currently not being used and is in a separate
building at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church. The Family Service League (FSL) has hired three
people to take temperatures and stay overnight; time will be from 9 pm to 5 am, and there
will be no vans used for transportation. In addition, no food will be served; however, the
men will be given food bags for breakfast/lunch. It is also the hope that small
denomination food cards can also be made available. 

So Central will not need to supply chaperones as in the past, but we will be helping
provide food by purchasing non-perishable individually wrapped food items with pop top
cans such as chili, beef stew, soup, canned fruits, granola bars, juice boxes, etc. as well
as make contributions to help offset some of the costs. We want to remember everyone
who has helped serve meals or chaperoned in the past and say “thank you.” We hope that
next year will bring a return to our “old” program. So we covet your prayers for the
success of this undertaking and for safety and good health of those involved.

Let me remind you that your Deacons are here to serve and assist you in any way we
possibly can. Please let us know how we can help…a visit, a prayer, a phone call or some
other assistance. Everyone at Central has an assigned Deacon…do you know who yours
is? 

Finally, we wish you and your family a joyous Christmas as we all celebrate Christ’s birth.
And may the New Year of 2021 be filled with hope, good health and a return to
fellowshipping together. 

In Christian love,
Deacon Evelyn Brodbeck



CENTRAL HAPPENINGS

SPECIAL DAYS 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

01 Phil Byler
12 Drew Lewis
12 Jon Larson
14 Charlotte Russell
15 Leevon Black
15 Maris Swanson
16 Rachel Roman
21 Barbara Larson
25 Ted Folprecht
26 Gordon Davies
28 Trafford Watkins
28 Zach Grill

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

21 Derek & Julie Novinski
27 Bev & Dave Vandergoot

INFANT BAPTISM

Benjamin Ferdinand Arcidiacono, infant son
of Katie & Fred Arcidiacono, was baptized at
Central the afternoon of Sunday, November
22nd. Rev. George Bundt officiated. 

Lewis Roland Waldo, infant son of Lauren
and David Waldo, will be baptized at Central
on Sunday, December 27th during the
morning worship service. Rev. George Bundt
will officiate.

JANUARY 2021 STEEPLE NOTES are
due into the Church Office no later than
Thursday, December 10th . Please do all
possible to have your submissions in on
time!!!

On Thursday, December 24th at 6:30 p.m.
please join us for our traditional Christmas
Eve Candlelight Service. 

Join us as we come to worship the One who
was born to set us free ~ our Lord and
Savior, Jesus the Christ.

O come, let us adore Him!
O come, let us adore Him!
O come, let us adore Him!

Christ the Lord!

2020 ANNUAL REPORTS

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic that has
affected us for most of this year, it was
decided that we will not prepare an Annual
Written Report for 2020.

Session will still call for the Annual Gathering
sometime in February or March to go over
the financials and the 2021 budget with the
congregation, but those that usually submit a
written report will not have to do one this
year!!!



WCC HAPPENINGS

Our Women’s Christian Council ladies  meet
this month as follows: 

Tuesday, December 8
10:00 am - Board Meeting at Church

Tuesday - December 15
The two Circles will meet at church or in
homes. Watch for more details of Circle
locations via phone or emails. 

Helping Hand Rescue Mission is collecting
unwrapped new toys for children of any age 
to give to children in need this Christmas. If
you can contribute a toy or two, please bring
them to Church by Tuesday, December 8th.
The WCC ladies will deliver them to the
Mission.
 

SESSION REPORT

Here are the actions taken by Session at a
recent meeting:

• approved the infant baptism of Benjamin
Ferdinand Arcidiacono, sone of Ferdinand
and Katie Arcidiacono on Sunday,
November 22nd. Rev. George Bundt will
officiate.

• approved the infant baptism of Lewis
Roland Waldo, son of David and Lauren
Waldo, on Sunday, December 27th. Rev.
George Bundt will also officiate.

• approved the virtual attendance and
participation in the Annual Meetings of the
Congregation and Corporation by our
members this year due to the Coronavirus.

• approved the appointment of Christen
Dekie as Worship Leader effective October
16, 2020.

• approved the 2021 Terms-of-Call for
Pastor Paul.

– Frank Marlow, Clerk

FROM YOUR

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

Dear Central Family ~

The Stewardship Committee would like to thank
you for your faithful giving. Being overseers of
your gifts and offerings is of great importance to
us. Caring for the financial well-being of our
church is essential.

While planning the budget for next year, one of
the expenses we have decided to reduce is
personal offering envelopes. Although it is not a
huge expense, it will save our church almost
$300.00. As long as your gifts are clearly
identified with your name and address, we are
able to apply them to your giving record. For
those of you who want them, there are giving
envelopes available for your use in the pew
racks.

During our time dealing with COVID-19, you
have continued to either make contributions on
line, sent them through the mail or have brought
them to church. Your giving has enabled us to
continue a thriving ministry. 

If you have any questions you can direct them to
anyone on the Stewardship Committee. Praying
the Lord blesses you as you continue to seek
and trust the Lord.

“Now without faith it is impossible to please God,
for anyone who come to Him must believe that
He exists and that He rewards through who
earnestly seek Him.”  Hebrews 11:6

Stewardship Committee members:
Ken Chin
Jaime Clous
Carolyn Thuro
Lori McLaughlin
Pastor Paul Lee

   



Kay Jahn will be hosting her annual 
Christmas Day Brunch again this year!!!

Kay invites you to her home in Huntington
Station from 10 am to 12 noon on Christmas
Day for food, fellowship and a time to
celebrate Jesus! It’s always a great time to
eat, chat and remember God’s blessings over
many Christmases.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Kay is limiting
the number of folks who can join her for
brunch. You must call Kay at 631-742-3042,
to let her know you are coming, and to get
the code to enter her gated community.

The Christmas message is that there is hope
for a ruined humanity — hope of pardon,
hope of peace with God, hope of glory —
because at the Father’s will Jesus Christ
became poor, and was born in a stable so
that 30 years later he might hang on a cross.

—J.I. Packer

Used with Permission from The Newsletter Newsletter,
December 2020 issue

Our Sunday School program is now in full
swing! 

The children, from Kindergarten through
Sixth Grade, are dismissed mid-way through
the worship service (just prior to the sermon)
and will meet their teachers in Fellowship
Hall. 

Wearing masks and social distancing will be
practiced by all, and temperatures will be
taken before entering the class. 

If you have any questions contact Jeanine
Stuyvesant, our Director of Children’s
Ministries.

PLEASE NOTE: Until further notice, there is
NO infant nursery or Pre-K available.

When sending out your Christmas cards and
notes this season, why not send a card to
some of our seniors and shut-ins.

If this is something you’d like to do, contact
Linda in the Church Office, 631-421-3663, for
a listing of our seniors. 



CENTRAL FAMILY PRAYER CONCERNS
“...For we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself 

intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.”    Romans 8:26

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH
* For the health and safety of our church family as we worship together again on Sunday
mornings while following strict guidelines 
* For the gradual reopening of our church ministries, programs and events.
* For our Pastor, staff members and church leaders (Session, Deacons, and Trustees) who are
doing their best to keep the church running and helping our church family with needs. 
* For those in our church family who have been affected by the pandemic, including those who
have suffered from the virus themselves and  those who lost loved ones due to the virus.

 

PRAY FOR OUR NATION & OUR WORLD
* For all of our government officials on all levels, as they are trying to do their best for our country
through this pandemic, violence eruptions, the economy and natural disasters, etc.
* For our military men and women stationed at home and abroad: Lance A., John B., John &
Bethany B. Kaitlin D., Anasia H., Taylor M., Wayne  M., Gene M., DeShawn M., Donald P., Frank
& Rebekah S. 
* For our police, fire fighters, doctors, nurses & other health care workers, truck drivers, store
employees and all other essential workers who have laid their lives on the line for our country.
* For our country which, along with this pandemic, is experiencing much racial and political
tension. 
* And for nations around the world who are also devastated by this pandemic, as well as natural
disasters and civil unrest.

ONGOING PRAYER FOR INDIVIDUALS 
* WHO HAVE VARIOUS HEALTH & OTHER ISSUES including Central members and friends:
Ethel B., Margaret B., Malia B., Eloise C., Nancy C., Lois C., Don E., Claude G., Jim H., June J.,
Lisa B.,  Peg L., Frank M., Don M., Shirley R., Jeanine S., and for the many friends and/or family
members of  our church family
* WHO ARE HOME-BOUND OR ARE IN NURSING HOMES, ASSISTED LIVING & REHAB
FACILITIES, including Central members and friends: Muffy C., Frani H., George K., Christine
N. and David W,.
* WHO ARE EXPECTING BABIES, TRYING TO CONCEIVE OR ADOPT 
* AND THE NEW LITTLE BABIES BORN DURING THE PANDEMIC
* WHO ARE STILL MOURNING THE LOSS OF LOVED ONES
* WHO ARE MOVING AND TRANSITIONING INTO NEW HOMES/AREAS 
* WHO ARE EXPERIENCING EMPLOYMENT ISSUES DUE TO THE PANDEMIC including all
who were furloughed, had work hours cut or were laid off altogether from their jobs. 

 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1  
Moms in Prayer - 4 pm **
Deacons’ Mtg  - 7 pm **
Youth Group - 7:30 pm

2 
Ladies Community Bible
     Study - 9:30 am
Staff Meeting - 1 pm

3
Morning Prayer - 10 am *
Worship Team Rehearsal
     - 7 pm

4 5

6   2nd Sunday of Advent
Morning Worship & Sunday
   School - 10 am *
NA Group - 7 pm

7

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS
CLOSED TODAY 

8
WCC Board Mtg - 10 am
Moms in Prayer - 4 pm **
Worship Committee Mtg
   - 7:30 pm **
Youth Group - 7:30 pm

9   
Ladies Community Bible
     Study - 9:30 am
Staff Meeting - 1 pm
Fellowship Zoom Meeting 
     - 7:30 pm **

10
Morning Prayer - 10 am *
Worship Team Rehearsal
     - 7 pm

January 2021 Steeple 
Notes Due Today

11 12 

13   3rd Sunday of Advent 
Morning Worship & Sunday
   School  - 10 am *
NA Group - 7 pm

14 
Trustees - 7:30 pm

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS
CLOSED TODAY

15
WCC Circles - morning
Moms in Prayer - 4 pm **
Youth Group Christmas
     Party  - 7:30 pm

16
Ladies Community Bible
     Study - 9:30 am
Staff Christmas Party  - 1 pm

17
Morning Prayer - 10 am *
Worship Team Rehearsal
     - 7 pm

18 19

20   4th Sunday of Advent
Morning Worship & Sunday
   School- 10 am *
NA Group - 7 pm

21   First Day of Winter 22
Moms in Prayer - 4 pm **
Session - 7:30 pm

23 24   Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service *
     - 6:30 pm

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS
CLOSED TODAY

25   Christmas Day
Merry Christmas!!!

Christmas Day Brunch at Kay
     Jahn’s Home - 10 am

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS
CLOSED TODAY

26

27   Christmastide
Morning Worship & Sunday
   School including infant
   baptism - 10 am *
NA Group - 7 pm

28
NO CHURCH EVENTS OR 

ACTIVITIES TODAY

THE CHURCH OFFICE

IS --OPEN– TODAY

29
NO CHURCH EVENTS OR 

ACTIVITIES TODAY

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS
CLOSED TODAY

30
Ladies Community Bible
    Study - 9:30 am

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS
CLOSED TODAY

31   New Year’s Eve 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS
CLOSED TODAY

January 1, 2021

Happy New Year!!!

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS
CLOSED TODAY

2

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm unless otherwise specified.

* - Meetings both in-house and via Zoom (Worship services can be viewed on our website)

** - Meetings via Zoom only

All other scheduled services and meetings will be in-house


