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FROM THE PASTOR

SOME USEFUL SUGGESTIONS FOR CHRISTIANS

EVALUATING NEW DURING THIS ELECTION SEASON

In a little over a month, our country will hold elections from president down to local governments.
As followers of Jesus Christ, we have an important role to play in our society. Therefore, I want
to make the following suggestions:

A) LET US PRAY FOR OUR LEADERS’ BEHALF – ALL OF THEM!

As Paul instructed Timothy, “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for everyone – for kings and all those in authority, that we may live
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” (1 Timothy 2:1-2)

Now, more than ever, we need to lift-up and intercede for those in power, as well as those
aspiring to power. And among our friends, if they can observe followers of Jesus pray for the good
of all in this election, I wonder how our prayerful witness might affect their views and behavior –
especially if they see Republicans praying earnestly for Democrats, and Democrats powerfully
praying for Republicans. They might ask: “Who is this Jesus – whose followers are praying like
this?”

B) LET US BE WISE YET PURE.

“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as
innocent as doves.”  (Matthew 10:16)

Jesus calls us to be wise – which literally means to engage your minds – which we mostly
understand. But I wonder how we not interpret the meaning of being innocent as doves? Literally,
Jesus tells us not to try to be sophisticated – or, in the physical context, the word refers to being
unmixed with impurities (think wine or metals). Why? Because when we try to be sophisticated
according to this world’s standards, what results is the rationalization of what is evil and absurd
to God.

This is Paul, declaring his reliance on the “foolishness” of the cross to the perishing (I Corinthians
1:18) asking:

“Where is the wise man? Where is   the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom on the world?” (I Corinthians 1:20)



From the Pastor – continued

And here’s the neat thing: Jesus calls on us to think with clarity and pure faith BECAUSE HE
TELLS US WE CAN! How? Let me offer a practical suggestion:

In Eugene Cho’s *“Thou Shalt Not Be a Jerk,” the rising Christian leader (he just became the
head of the national Christian advocacy group, “Bread for the World”) cites a useful checklist from
the American Press Institute designed to help us evaluate news. They are:

1. Type: What kind of content is this?

2. Source: Who and what are the sources cited and why should I believe them?

3. Evidence: What’s the evidence and how was it vetted?

4. Interpretation: Is the main point proved by the evidence?

5. Completeness: What’s missing? Are their obvious unanswered questions?

6. Knowledge: Am I learning every day what I need to know?

I like this list because it helps put helpful framework around the information now inundating us.

C) FINALLY, LET GOD’S WORD CHALLENGE US!

“Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that
which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.” (Romans
13:1)

It may be a truism, but the way we treat those in authority above us reveals how we view God.
This does not mean we must approve of sin. However, God’s Word challenges us to treat those
in power with faithful submission. As our public witness, I believe one of the most important
impacts we can have is to show of a different heart than the ones of division and disrespect
running rampant nowadays.

Think of the impact we can make together as followers of Jesus! One of my favorite stories from
the early church was that when Christianity was young, so much “foreign” money would come into
Israel to help the poor that the Roman Empire would experience monetary imbalances. And the
Romans would ask, “What is happening?” And they had trouble accepting the answers.

Christians doing what Christians do!

I like that. Let’s keep going! Blessings to all our Central family and friends!

Pastor Paul Lee

“Thou Shalt Not Be a Jerk: A Christian’s Guide to Engaging Politics” by Eugene Cho. Published
March 2020 by David C. Cook Publishing



THE DEACONS’ CORNER

Now that summer is practically a memory, the Deacons are looking forward to the many coming
events at Central.

As you know, the Deacons have always been committed to providing a Thanksgiving dinner here
at the church. COVID-19 has changed all that, BUT we are still going forward with our plans to
provide meals to our congregation and the community! While we are unable to host the event at
church, we are planning “pick up meals.” Reservations will be required. More details to follow!

HiHi will also be different this year. Again, we are unable to provide our church building for the
men requiring safety and protection from the cold days ahead. We will still partner with Family
Service League of Huntington and provisions are being made to ensure these men will have safe
lodging each night.

Along those lines, the Deacons will be having a clothing drive this fall. The only clothing
donations we are asking for and accepting will be for warm coats, jackets, sweaters, hats
and gloves for the HiHi program men. There will be a collection box at the back door of the
church for dropping off any of the listed items. If you are unable to get these donations to the
church we can arrange for a pick up at your home. Please call Bonnie Boettjer, 631-549-0368,
to arrange for a date and time. The dates of the drive will be forthcoming, but you can start to
gather your donations!

“Zooming forward – some of us are attending church services and Bible studies at the church or
via Zoom meetings. In order to keep Centralites connected we will continue to offer Zoom
coffee/fellowship time! If you need assistance signing in OR if you require a tablet (you will need
internet Wi-Fi service in your home), please call Linda at the Church Office, 631-421-3663, to
arrange to loan a table. The next Zoom fellowship time is scheduled for Wednesdays,
October 7th and 21st at 7:30 pm. We hope to see you there!

“In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive.’” Acts 20:35

Continue to pray for our county and complete healing!

Bonnie Boettjer,
Central Deacon





CHURCH FAMILY HAPPENINGS

SPECIAL DAYS 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
03 Kara Dickson
04 Betty Roman
05 Vikki Braun
06 Frani Hicks
09 Solomon Asomaning
10 Bonnie Boettjer
12 Anneliese Lanza
15 Blake Fischer
16 Maris Swanson
20 Sandy Chin
23 Gina Auricchio
23 Alexis Vandergoot
27 Lorraine Engelhart
28 Kay Jahn
28 Danielle McCoy
28 Leslie Sutherland
29 Ruth Korinek

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
01 Mike & Janet Schroeder
04 Laura & Dana Tiemann
06 Chris & Marie Fischer
14 Rich & Gladys Paulsen
28 Foster & Janice Bradley
30 Andrea & Claude Sterling

CONGRATULATIONS

GO TO . . .

Debra & Terrish
McCoy’s 2-year-old
g r a n d d a u g h t e r ,
Liliana, who won the
East Coast Miss USA
2020-21 pageant
which was held in
Parsippany, NJ.

FROM PHIL & JANET BYLER
James Byler and Marika Chikvashvili “tied the
knot” on Friday, August 28th with a small but
beautiful gathering. The happy couple then
left for a Tahitian honeymoon.

Phil and I are filled with gratitude and love for
our church family, a family we shared a
journey with: from childhood Sunday School
and youth group, Eagle Scout ceremony,
John’s swearing in James as a new Marine
officer, injury and recovery and now we see
a beautiful couple. COVID didn’t stop their
determination to get married. They adapted,
overcame and then celebrated. With God all
things are possible. Never doubt it!



A WORD OF PRAISE

So for five years I drove Jericho Turnpike to
Smithtown for work. I passed “Oasis” (which
was a “Gentleman’s Club”!) located across
from the Smithtown bull. I prayed every day
for the women who worked there, their
children, the patrons, the owner and
manager. I just read in Newsday that
Smithtown has made plans to purchase the
property, demolish the building and convert
the land into additional access to the
Nissequogue River. There is parking and
access to the adjacent Paul T. Given Park.
Hallelujah!

– Lorraine Engelhart

WCC HAPPENINGS

Our Women’s Christian Council ladies  meet this
month as follows: 

Tuesday, October 6
10:00 am - Board Meeting

Tuesday - October 13
All Circles will meet at church or in homes. 
Watch for more details of Circle locations via
phone or emails.

Tuesday - October 20
Annual Bread & Salad Luncheon (see flyer in
this issue of Steeple Notes.)

SESSION REPORT

At a recent Session meeting they accepted
the resignation of Debra McCoy with deep
regret and thankfulness in service to the
Lord.

MEMORIZE THE WORD

“Thy word have I hid in my heart that I
might not sin against Thee.” 

(Psalm 119:11)

One of the most meaningful things you can
do in your spiritual journey is to memorize
Scripture. It will come to you in times of need
– I can assure you of this.

I will be starting a “Memorize the Word” 8-
week course from October 4th through
November 29th (no class on November 22nd)
in the Parlor immediately following the
morning worship service. The class will be
limited to seven people.

We will memorize and discuss content of two
Scripture verses every Sunday.

Please call the Church Office, 631-421-3663
to sign up, or speak with me with any
questions you may have.

Kay Jahn

NOVEMBER STEEPLE NOTES are due into
the Church Office no later than Friday,
October 16th. Please do all possible to have
your submissions in on time!!!



Women’s Christian Council
invites you to their annual

BREAD & SALAD LUNCHEON

Tuesday, October 20, 2020
at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

Come and hear inspiring messages
from the ladies of our WCC

Lunch is provided, at no charge, by our WCC ladies.
Sign up on Sundays, October 4, 11 & 18

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, only Central
ladies are invited to attend. Masks and social distancing

will be followed. (Once seated you can remove your masks.)

Monetary contributions for Soundview Pregnancy Services and
Helping Hand Rescue Mission (for food and Baby Blessings)

are greatly appreciated.

For further information, call Ruth Korinek at 631-271-8566

 



CENTRAL FAMILY PRAYER CONCERNS
“...For we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself 

intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.”    Romans 8:26

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH
* For the health and safety of our church family as we worship together again on Sunday mornings while
following strict guidelines 
* For the gradual reopening of our church ministries, programs and events.
* For our Pastor, staff members and church leaders (Session, Deacons, and Trustees) who are doing
their best to keep the church running and helping our church family with needs. 
* For those in our church family who have been affected by the pandemic, including those who have
suffered from the virus themselves and  those who lost loved ones due to the virus.

 

PRAY FOR OUR NATION & OUR WORLD
* For President Trump, Vice President Pence and all other government officials on all levels as
they are trying to do their best for our country through this pandemic, violence eruptions, the
economy and natural disasters, as well as the upcoming Presidential election this November..
* For our military men and women stationed at home and abroad: Lance Allen, John Boettjer (just
returned home from a long deployment) John Byler & Bethany Byler, Kaitlin Dickson, Anasia
Hines, Taylor March, Wayne McCloud Jr., Gene McNeil, DeShawn McNeil, Donald Potts, Frank
Stuyvesant and Rebekah Stuyvesant. 
* For our police, fire fighters, doctors, nurses & other health care workers, truck drivers, store
employees and all other essential workers who have laid their lives on the line for our country.
* For our country which, along with this pandemic, is experiencing much racial and political
tension. 
* And for nations around the world who are also devastated by this pandemic, as well as natural
disasters and civil unrest.

ONGOING PRAYER FOR INDIVIDUALS 
* WHO HAVE VARIOUS HEALTH & OTHER ISSUES including Central members and friends:
Ethel Berge, Margaret Breland, Eloise Clark, Nancy Clous, Lois Cowie, Don Engelhart, Claude
Gibson, Jim Hankinson, Frani Hicks, June Johnston, Lisa Jones, Peg Lukralle, Frank Marlow,
Shirley Hardy-Reeves, Jeanine Stuyvesant,  and for the many friends and/or family members of 
our church family
* WHO ARE HOME-BOUND OR ARE IN NURSING HOMES, ASSISTED LIVING & REHAB
FACILITIES, including Central members and friends: Muffy Carlstrom, George Korinek,
Christine Nolan and David Wilson.
* WHO ARE EXPECTING BABIES, TRYING TO CONCEIVE OR ADOPT 
* AND THE NEW LITTLE BABIES BORN DURING THE PANDEMIC
* WHO ARE STILL MOURNING THE LOSS OF LOVED ONES
* WHO ARE MOVING AND TRANSITIONING INTO NEW HOMES/AREAS 
* WHO ARE EXPERIENCING EMPLOYMENT ISSUES DUE TO THE PANDEMIC including all
who were furloughed, had work hours cut or were laid off altogether from their jobs. 



CONTINUING GUIDELINES FOR SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP

Central Church has been worshiping in our Sanctuary on Sunday mornings since we officially reopened
on June 14th, We continue to follow these guidelines as set by the New York State Department of Health.
They are as follows:

• The allowed meeting size for our Sanctuary is 127 persons (25% of total Sanctuary capacity)..

• If you are not feeling well, have a fever or other COVID-19 symptoms, or have been in contact
within the last 14 days with some who has been diagnosed with the COVID-19 virus, please stay
home and worship with us online.

• With the exception of the Pastor and Worship Leader and any band members, everyone must
wear masks at all times.

• Social distancing must be followed at all times.

• Please sanitize your hands as you come through either of  the church entrances. Hand sanitizers
and masks (if you do not have one) are available at each entrance. 

• VERY IMPORTANT: Please fill out a yellow pew card with your name and the names of
anyone with you in worship and place it in the offering box. We need this for tracking
purposes.

• Please place your yellow cards and your tithes and offerings in the box at the rear of the
Sanctuary. 

• You can enter the church by either the rear of front entrances before worship. However, at 10:00
am, the rear doors will be locked and you must enter through the front doors.

• If you wish to remain at home, our worship service will still be available online. Go to our website
at www.centralpresbyterianchurch.net and click on the link on the opening page or you can follow
the worship service on either of our Facebook pages at Central Church or Central Presbyterian
Church.

• Nursery and Children’s Sunday School is not available at this time. Watch for coming information
of the start-up of Sunday School in the near future.

• But most important, come ready to worship and praise our Lord, for He is good and His love is
everlasting!

ON COMMUNION SUNDAYS (FIRST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH): 
IN-HOUSE: On Communions Sundays a pre-sealed communion cup with a wafer will be available for
you to pick up as you enter the church. For sanitary reasons, please take only one per person, and do
not touch any other cups.

AT HOME: For those of you who are worshiping with us from your home, please have a bit of bread and
juice available so that we can partake of Communion together.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Morning Prayer - 10 am *
Deacons’ Strategy Mtg. 
     - 7 pm **
Worship Team Rehearsal
     - 7 pm

2 3

4   Communion 
Morning Worship - 10 am *
Memorize the Word - 11 am
NA Group - 7 pm

5 6
WCC Board Mtg - 10 am
ECO Presbytery Zoom Mtg.
     - 7 pm
Youth Group - 7:30 pm

7
Ladies Community Bible
     Study - 9:30 am
Staff Meeting - 1 pm
Fellowship Zoom Mtg - 7:30 pm **

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

8
Morning Prayer - 10 am *
Worship Team Rehearsal
     - 7 pm

9 10 

11  
Morning Worship - 10 am *
Memorize the Word - 11 am
NA Group - 7 pm

12   Columbus Day

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS
CLOSED TODAY

13
WCC Circles - morning
Youth Group - 7:30 pm

14
Ladies Community Bible
     Study - 9:30 am
Staff Meeting - 1 pm

15
Morning Prayer - 10 am *
Worship Team Rehearsal
     - 7 pm

16 17

18  
Morning Worship - 10 am *
Memorize the Word - 11 am
NA Group - 7 pm

19 20
WCC Luncheon - 11:30 am
Youth Group - 7:30 pm

21
Ladies Community Bible
     Study - 9:30 am
Staff Meeting - 1 pm
Fellowship Zoom Mtg - 7:30 pm **

22
Morning Prayer - 10 am *
Worship Team Rehearsal
     - 7 pm

23 24

25   Reformation Sunday
Morning Worship - 10 am *
Memorize the Word - 11 am
NA Group - 7 pm

26 27
Session - 7:30 pm * 
Youth Group - 7:30 pm

28
Ladies Community Bible
     Study - 9:30 am
Staff Meeting - 1 pm

29
Morning Prayer - 10 am *
Worship Team Rehearsal
     - 7 pm

30

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

31
Remember to turn back

your clocks 1 hour
tonight!!!

(Daylight Savings Time
Ends Tomorrow!)

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm unless otherwise specified.

* - Meetings both in-house and via Zoom

** - Meetings via Zoom only

All other scheduled services and meetings will be in-house


