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LIVING THROUGH THE STORMS OF LIFE

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  We have been going through quite a
storm in life, have we not? I pray that we are all doing as well as we can.

Since March we have suffered through the ups and the many downs of this pandemic.
Many of us are mourning for our loved ones lost to COVID-19, as well as supporting those
physically and spiritually recovering from this disease. As always, we are praying for one
another, asking the Lord to help us in our times of need. Hang in there!

Nevertheless, by now all of us must be tired of the restrictions and losses we have had
to suffer. And so, where can we turn for succor?

This is where God’s Word speaks powerful assurance to us. For throughout the Word,
God always makes it clear that He is with us and that he is in control. And nowhere else
do we see this than in the events that Matthew describes in Jesus walking on the water.

MATTHEW 14:25-31
25  During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26
When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they
said, and cried out of fear.
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”
28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”
29 “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came
toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried
out, “Lord save me!”
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said,
“why did you doubt?”

THE CONDITIONS FACING THE DISCIPLES

• The Fourth Watch was the most tiring one – 3 am to 6 am.
• The deep waters represent the place of evil
• The Sea of Galilee was already stormy

These conditions speak to us today. We are all tired from months of caring and
scrambling. We are literally facing an evil that is faceless, unseeable yet dispersed, and
our society is facing great uproar beside. YET, it is precisely into these stormy conditions
that Jesus walks out. For He is God and He tells us the following:



JESUS’ INVITATION

“Take Courage. It is I. Don’t be afraid.” (Matthew 14:27)

Jesus reminds us that He is already ahead of us and that He is sharing challenges we
face with us. This is not to say that these challenges will be magically dissipated, but
rather, Jesus tell us that He is with us and we with Him.

“Come” (Matthew 14:29)
 
Jesus invites us to take faith action that leads us to walk trustingly toward Him. Our “job”
is not to simply hunker down, but to explore how we might humbly, but faithfully live to
glorify Him.

“You of little faith . . . why did you doubt?” (Matthew 14:31)

This is the neat part. Because Jesus know we are bothered by all this! His invitation is not
to simply do better – rather, Jesus invites us to not let these events get us down. He is
telling us that He’s had us all along.

CENTRAL CHURCH – I want to encourage us to keep heading in the Lord’s direction! And
I hope to see you all soon!

In Christ our Lord, 
Pastor Paul Lee

ZOOM MEETINGS:

Our Deacons hold their monthly meetings via Zoom and our Session meets in-house in
the White Room and via Zoom as well for those Sessions members who don’t want to
venture out yet.

Our Deacons have been hosting a Wednesday evening hour-long All-Church Zoom
meeting for fellowship and encouragement. 

And our Thursday morning 10 am Prayer meeting (which resumes on September 24th)
meets in-house and via Zoom.

To participate in the Wednesday evening and Thursday morning meetings, simply log
onto our church website at www.centralpresbyterianchurch.net and on the opening page,
click on the Zoom meeting link.



THE DEACONS’ CORNER

Hello Centralites!

How we miss being together as a body to worship, with no restrictions as to how and how
many congregants can be present! But we need to deal with the reality of Covid-19 and
the restrictions and changes it has brought to our lives. We will be looking at our usual fall
events to determine how they can be implemented, and also what new ones might be
added. For example, how will our HIHI program be set up in light of local congregations
not being able to be overnight hosts. Check back next month to see how this will be
resolved!

Now let’s look at some news about your deacons!  

From the Engleharts: Lorraine (deacon) and Don Englehart have moved to Wake Forest,
NC. They built a house next to their daughter’s house so their neighbors are Laura, Dana
and two grandsons, JJ and Sean. Lorraine is not working yet but is hoping to find a job
sometime in the fall. Don is doing well and has been set up with new doctors. Their
community has a pool but the report is “it is HOT in NC in the summer!”  They attended
a local indoor church but nobody had on a mask (we did). The Baptist church has an
outdoor service that they have attended. They also see some of you on the Zoom
meetings! ”We miss you all and hope to visit when the Covid threat dies down.”

From Janice Bradley:  “Jan and Foster have been camping in the Adirondacks with our
son Brian, his wife Katie and their 2-year old daughter River. We enjoyed seeing them
after Covid’s enforced isolation. Also visited relatives upstate and were delighted to find
everyone healthy. 99% of the people we saw in restaurants and rest stops were wearing
masks. Now we are back at the homestead, reorganizing life.”

We pray that you are well and are able to find something good in each day. We also invite
you to join us in one of our Zoom Fellowship times; and we remind you that if you or
someone you know has a need that we can address, please contact either the Church
Office or one of the Deacons. We care and want to be in touch! 

And remember what Paul wrote in his letter to the Philippians. “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God.”

Evelyn Brodbeck, for the Deacons

Your Central Deacons: Gina Auricchio, Bonnie Boettjer, Janice Bradley, Evelyn Brodbeck,
Malia Bundt, Lorraine Engelhart, Lucy Malm, Andrea Sterling, Liz Stuyvesant, Leslie
Sutherland, Karen Swanson and Carolyn Thuro.



CONTINUING GUIDELINES FOR SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP

Central Church has been worshiping in our Sanctuary on Sunday mornings since we officially reopened
on June 14th, We continue to follow these guidelines as set by the New York State Department of Health.
They are as follows:

• The allowed meeting size for our Sanctuary is 127 persons (25% of total Sanctuary capacity)..

• If you are not feeling well, have a fever or other COVID-19 symptoms, or have been in contact
within the last 14 days with some who has been diagnosed with the COVID-19 virus, please stay
home and worship with us online.

• With the exception of the Pastor and Worship Leader and any band members, everyone must
wear masks at all times.

• Social distancing must be followed at all times.

• Please sanitize your hands as you come through either of  the church entrances. Hand sanitizers
and masks (if you do not have one) are available at each entrance. 

• VERY IMPORTANT: Please fill out a yellow pew card with your name and the names of anyone
with you in worship and place it in the offering box. We need this for tracking purposes.

• Please place your yellow cards and your tithes and offerings in the box at the rear of the
Sanctuary. 

• You can enter the church by either the rear of front entrances before worship. However, at 10:00
am, the rear doors will be locked and you must enter through the front doors.

• If you wish to remain at home, our worship service will still be available online. Go to our website
at www.centralpresbyterianchurch.net and click on the link on the opening page or you can follow
the worship service on either of our Facebook pages at Central Church or Central Presbyterian
Church.

• But most important, come ready to worship and praise our Lord, for He is good and His love is
everlasting!

ON COMMUNION SUNDAYS (FIRST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH): 
IN-HOUSE: On Communions Sundays a pre-sealed communion cup with a wafer will be available for
you to pick up as you enter the church. For sanitary reasons, please take only one per person, and do
not touch any other cups.

AT HOME: For those of you who are worshiping with us from your home, please have a bit of bread and
juice available so that we can partake of Communion together. If you wish to pick up a pre-sealed cup
from church to have at home for communion, please contact the Church Office, 631-421-3663, NO
LATER than the Wednesday before Communion Sunday. We will put your pre-sealed communion
cup/wafer in a baggie with your name on it and leave it on the bench in the rear church hallway for you
to pick up.



OUR MISSIONARIES ~ AT HOME AND ABROAD

Our missionaries all face COVID-19 challenges and are trusting God for their health, safety and
ministry in a time never seen before. Here are some notes on their ministries . . .

FROM BRIAN & JENNY MARET WITH SIM USA:
Hi Folks! Greetings from Charlotte. Jenny and I want to say thanks so much for your continued
support by prayer and gifts. We continue to plug away and have been able to get supplies out
through container shipping, especially for our hospital in Liberia.

At the moment we are working on a container of supplies of solar panels, piping and other
supplies for our hospital in Niger. At the moment all the supplies are here in our warehouse but
the missionary in charge of receiving these had to go home to New Zealand, so we have to wait
for him to return (it has mainly to do with the COVID-19 situation like so many other places). We
are also working on shipping Arabic Bibles and Christian study books to our Theological College
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  We are waiting on some info from Ethiopia before we ship these. Pray
for these items; all necessary to carry on the ministries in these countries.

Thanks so much for your part during these changing days for all of us. May the Lord continue to
bless you folk there at Central.

CHILDREN’S BIBLE FELLOWSHIP:
We recently learned that former Central member and long-time missionary with Children’s Bible
Fellowship (retired) Muriel Barajikian, went home to be with her Lord and Savior, on July 28th,
after a long illness. Please be praying for Muriel’s family as they mourn their loss but rejoice
knowing that Muriel is now in Heaven.

HELPING HANDS RESCUE MISSION:
Helping Hands will have their Fall Clothing Drive September 30 through October 3 by appointment only.
Collection days are September 14 through September 26 as follows:

Mondays - 10 am to 2 pm
Tuesdays through Fridays - 10-11 am and 1-2 pm
Saturdays - 10 am to 1 pm

SAMARITANS’ PURSE SHOEBOX MINISTRY:
In spite of the pandemic Operation Christmas Child will be going forward with gift boxes for the world’s
children. Praise God. We will order boxes and distribute them from church beginning mid-September.
They will be available for pick up on Sunday mornings and when the Church Office is open (Monday-
Friday, 8 am to 4 pm – call first to make sure someone is in the office that day). The deadline to have
your boxes back to Central will be Sunday, November 8th, so that we can get them to the Collection
Center the week before Thanksgiving. An updated list will be available soon, but school supplies are
always good, as well as small toys.

Remember that through September there are always good deals on crayons, small notebooks, markers,
etc. These items and more can be found at such stores as Staples, Target, Walmart and many
drugstores such as CVS, Walgreens and Value Drugs.



CENTRAL FAMILY PRAYER CONCERNS
“...For we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself 

intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.”    Romans 8:26

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH
* For the health and safety of our church family as we worship together again on Sunday
mornings while following strict guidelines 
* For the gradual reopening of our church ministries, programs and events.
* For our Pastor, staff members and church leaders (Session, Deacons, and Trustees) who are
doing their best to keep the church running and helping our church family with needs. 
* For those in our church family who have been affected by the pandemic, including those who
have suffered from the virus themselves and  those who lost loved ones due to the virus.
 

PRAY FOR OUR NATION & OUR WORLD
* For President Trump, Vice President Pence and all other government officials on all levels as
they are trying to do their best for our country through this pandemic, violence eruptions, the
economy and natural disasters, as well as the upcoming Presidential election this November..
* For our military men and women stationed at home and abroad: Lance Allen, John Boettjer (just
returned home from a long deployment) John Byler & Bethany Byler, Kaitlin Dickson, Anasia
Hines, Taylor March, Wayne McCloud Jr., Gene McNeil, DeShawn McNeil, Donald Potts, Frank
Stuyvesant and Rebekah Stuyvesant. 
* For our police, fire fighters, doctors, nurses & other health care workers, truck drivers, store
employees and all other essential workers who have laid their lives on the line for our country.
* For our country which, along with this pandemic, is experiencing much racial and political
tension. 
* And for nations around the world who are also devastated by this pandemic, as well as natural
disasters and civil unrest.

ONGOING PRAYER FOR INDIVIDUALS 
* WHO HAVE VARIOUS HEALTH & OTHER ISSUES including Central members and friends:
Ethel Berge, Margaret Breland, Tami Greco, Eloise Clark, Nancy Clous, Lois Cowie, Don
Engelhart, Claude Gibson, Jim Hankinson, Frani Hicks, June Johnston, Lisa Jones, Drew Lewis,
Peg Lukralle, Shirley Hardy-Reeves, Jeanine Stuyvesant,  and for friends and/or family members
of many of our church family
* WHO ARE HOME-BOUND OR ARE IN NURSING HOMES, ASSISTED LIVING & REHAB
FACILITIES, including Central members and friends: Muffy Carlstrom, George Korinek,
Christine Nolan and David Wilson.
* WHO ARE EXPECTING BABIES, TRYING TO CONCEIVE OR ADOPT 
* AND THE NEW LITTLE BABIES BORN DURING THE PANDEMIC
* WHO ARE STILL MOURNING THE LOSS OF LOVED ONES
* WHO ARE MOVING AND TRANSITIONING INTO NEW HOMES/AREAS 
* WHO ARE EXPERIENCING EMPLOYMENT ISSUES DUE TO THE PANDEMIC including all
who were furloughed, had work hours cut or were laid off altogether from their jobs. 



CHURCH FAMILY HAPPENINGS

SPECIAL DAYS 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
02 Richard Stuyvesant
03 Laurie Campbell
03 Jayden Paulsen
03 Evelyn Tjon
04 Jim Dickson
05 Suzanne Valerio
07 Mabel Sorg
10 Kurt Reilly
13 Marie Hirahara-Fischer
14 Pamela Roman
14 Peg Lukralle
14 Bill Poulos
14 Lydia Onders
15 Avery Sterling
17 Craig Vandergoot
19 Francesca Lombardo
21 Terrish L. McCoy
22 Cameron Black
23 Ethel Wilson
26 Matthew Roman
26 Megan Roman
27 Tina Hu
27 Jim Sutherland
28 Brooke Yonkers

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
06 Mary Lou & Gordon Davies
09 Peter & Jeanine Stuyvesant
11 Trafford & Lynn Watkins
13 Bill & Bonnie Boettjer
15 Paul & Nan Lee
28 Jim & Christine Dickson

ENGAGEMENT
Congratulations to Zach Grill on his recent
engagement to Caroline Emilie. God’s
blessings to you both.

BABIES 

Congratulations to former Central member
Nancy Dicke and her husband, Lee Kaufman,
who had a baby boy, Isaac Sidney Kaufman,
for on July 4th.

Congratulations to Lauren and David Waldo
on the birth of Lewis Roland Waldo, born on
Friday, August 7th. Baby Lewis weighed in at 
7.6 lbs. and was 21 inches long, Mom, dad
and baby all doing well.

FAREWELL
On Sunday, September 13th we bid a fond
farewell to our Worship Director, Mike
Fenimore, who has been with us since
August 2018. Back in May, Mike graduated
from Touro Law School and in October he 
will be taking the BAR exam. We wish Mike
all God’s best for him in his new pursuits.
God speed and God bless you, Mike. We will
miss you!



ANYONE IN NEED

OF A NOTARY???

If you are, we have just
the person for you! Our
own Janet Byler is a notary and is willing to
make available her services to our Central
Church family.

If you are in need, please call the Church
Office at 631-421-3663 and Linda will contact
Janet for you.

O u r  W e d n e s d a y
morning Women’s 
Community Bible Study
w i t h  K a y  J a h n
continues to meet on
Wednesday mornings
at 9:30 am in the White

Room. The ladies are currently studying the
book of First Corinthians.

The ladies follow the regulations for social
distancing, etc. 

If you have any questions or need further
information of the study, contact Kay Jahn at
631-742-3042. 

WCC HAPPENINGS ~

Our Women’s Christian Council ladies are
starting up their meetings again this month.
Please make note of the following dates:

Tuesday, September 1
10:00 am - Board Meeting

Tuesday - September 8
All Circles will meet at church or in homes. 
Watch for more details of Circle locations via
phone or emails.

 

Your Stewardship Committee reminds
you, as you are able, to send your gifts, tithes
and offerings via regular mail to the Church
Office at 240 Main Street, Huntington, NY
11743.

You can go to our church website at
www.centralpresbyterianchurch.net and at the
top of the opening page, click on the red link that
says Give Online Here, then follow the
directions.

Or now that our building is open on Sunday
mornings for worship, you can put your offerings
in the designated offering box as you leave
worship. 

Thank you for your generosity and continued
support for the Lord’s work here at Central. God
bless you all.

T
his pandemic has been especially difficult
for those who live alone. I’m sure for all of
us in that situation, our talking to God has

increased greatly. Keep focusing on what you
can do in the future “new way of life.” Each night
ask yourself, “What have I done for someone
else today?” You can pray – make a phone call
– email – encourage! We will get through this
and remember: Jesus is the same, yesterday,
today and forever. He is with us – at the boat
and through the storm!

TEN WAYS TO THRIVE AS A SENIOR
1. Embrace change with confidence
2. Enjoy God with abandon
3. Explore options for growth
4. Examine attitudes with honesty
5. Eliminate behaviors that defeat
6. Elevate things that matter
7. Encourage people you love
8. Enrich days through friendships
9. Enhance health for vitality
10. Expect God to be faithful 

Make this your prayer . . .
God, please make my days useful, my nights
restful, my home peaceful and my life fruitful!
Than You for your promises. Amen.


